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15 Brandt Drive, Moraga - Coming Soon!

We have several motivated Buyers 
looking for a Lamorinda home 
between $1.1m and $1.8m.  

Call us if you are thinking about selling.

The “Candy Man’s” house in Sanders Ranch will soon be available!
Great curb appeal, 4075 sqft with an open floor plan, large kitchen
and fabulous bonus room.  Beautiful grounds with pool & spa.

$1,975,000                                             www.15BrandtDr.com

L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a

925 254-3030   www.Orinda.com 

Is it Time for Your Next Move?
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Meet the Mayor for 2015
– Brandt Andersson
... continued from page A2
He calls for developing a Com-
missioners Academy that details
the roles they are expected to fill,
how that fits in with the overall
operations of the city’s adminis-
tration, how to get the most out
of meetings, and legal regula-
tions.

     
Looking forward, Andersson

sees several opportunities to
focus on; topping the list is
downtown traffic.  There’s cur-
rently a downtown traffic study
that seeks out game changing
ideas about how to reconcile
traffic moving throughout the
city.  It’s not yet complete. 

     
Addressing downtown park-

ing is a close second, with
ramped up demand due to the
success of restaurants and other
retail activity.  With 10,000 park-
ing spaces in the downtown area,
the mayor feels “parking man-
agement is where the most sig-
nificant improvements can be
made.” 

     
He also sees a pair of oppor-

tunities in creek development
and environmental activities.
Many residents may not know
that most sections of creek are
privately owned.  Improvements
will have to be made in conjunc-
tion with private development.
Currently there are no plans in
place to assess what is needed to
restore the creeks.  

     
On the environmental front,

the city council is looking at giv-
ing residents a choice of who
will provide their electricity and
how that electricity will be gen-

erated.  Andersson continues to
support Lafayette moving to-
ward a greener future – with a
goal of diverting 75 percent of
the waste stream to compost, re-
use and recycling.   

     
Finally, Andersson would

like to start a civic dialogue, by
sponsoring a number of commu-
nity conversations around the
city to generate ideas looking
ahead to longer term priorities,
whether that’s a community cen-
ter, a parking structure, or restor-
ing the Park Theater.  There are
many possibilities, but no clarity
about what tops the list.  

     
Andersson works full-time

with fellow attorney and very
patient wife, Patricia Andersson,
in their own estate planning and
probate services law office in
Walnut Creek.  She practices es-
tate and income tax planning and
compliance, along with trust and
probate administration, living
wills and more.  

     
The couple has two children,

Erik and Linnea; mom and dad
enjoyed an empty nest for about
nine months, then both the kids
came back home.  Erik was at-
tending art school; unfortunately
the photography program he was
interested in was canceled, so
now he’s involved in glass blow-
ing.  Linnea was attending the
Los Angeles campus of the
Fashion Institute of Design and
Merchandising, but recently
transferred to the San Francisco
location and commutes from the
family’s Lafayette home.
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While the threat of water restrictions are top of
mind for many local residents, other dangers
loom in these dry conditions, including the

threat of wildfire, said Moraga-Orinda Fire District fire mar-
shal Kathy Leonard. “Ninety-eight percent of California is
now in drought,” she wrote in an email. “According to the
N ti l Cli ti D t C t C lif i i f i th d i t

more than 4,700 separate fires for 2013, 1,300 more than the
annual average.”

      
And wildfire conditions will likely continue into the winter.

“Without rain, the vegetation is still very dry and could ignite
under the right conditions,” Leonard said.  “Recent fires in Big
Sur, Napa and Humboldt County are proof that cold temperatures
h ff t d i th i id f ildfi ”

of wild land firefighting equipment. In a winter with normal rain-
fall, this equipment would have already been removed from the
trucks, Leonard said.   

      
“MOFD reminds all homeowners to remain vigilant about

keeping dry vegetation and other combustible materials” away
from their homes and properties, she said, and encouraged home-

t t f ildfi i k t
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By Cathy Dausman

Photos Andy Scheck
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The first iPhone made its debut Jan. 9, 2007.
Seven years later, over nine million iPhones
were sold in the first weekend alone after the re-

lease of the iPhone 5S, according to businessweek.com.
Smartphones and their apps follow us everywhere – to
grocery stores, soccer games, school, the movie theater.

We use them in our cars and at restaurants, for work and
on vacation. With the ability to find friends online and
take the Internet just about anywhere, is it possible that
we are missing out on real connection with each other?
Maybe even with ourselves?

Ellen Rigsby, associate professor of communications

at Saint Mary’s College, shared some interesting insights
on the issue. When asked how she saw recent technology
effecting today’s culture, Rigsby commented that “social
relationships develop around technology.” Change hap-
pens fast because technology itself advances so quickly. 

... continued on page A12

By Amanda Kuehn

Jon Wake, 11, waits ‘not so patiently’ for his grandmother in Lafayette while brother, Jeff, and father, Dan, check their iPhones. Photo Jennifer Wake

Independent, locally owned and operated!
26,000 copies 

delivered bi-weekly
to Lamorinda homes

& businesses

www.lamorindaweekly.com   •   925.377.0977

Wednesday, February 12, 2014  •  Vol. 7  Issue 25

FREE

With the divorce rate in the United States near-
ing 50 percent, and typical marriages lasting
approximately 8 years, what’s the secret to a

long-lasting relationship?  Five Lamorinda couples, all who
met as students at Acalanes, Miramonte and Campolindo
high schools – with marriages now spanning 10, 20, and 30

years – share what makes their relationships work.

     
For Karen Blodgett, who met her husband, Larry, in an

Acalanes High School Spanish class in 1980, it’s all about
friendship. “We’ve grown together, and we are also best
friends,” she says. After attending class together for a few
months, Larry Blodgett built up the courage to ask the

younger girl out and “the relationship has not stopped since,”
he says. Larry went on to college in Idaho after graduating
from Acalanes in 1982 – Karen graduated the following year
– but he never stopped thinking about the girl he left behind.
“Karen was the only one on my mind,” he says.  

                                              
... continued on page A12

By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Couples Share the Secret to Their Longevity
Photos Sophie Braccini and provided

Larry and
Karen Blodgett

Rick and
Kathy Biro

Eric and Krista
Benson

Jim and Jill Larson

Matt and 
Karen Delaney
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For many of us, the word “musical” conjures up images from
the most classic Broadway productions: Curly beaming

while belting out “Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’” in “Okla-
homa” or Fantine executing a tear-jerking rendition of “I
Dreamed a Dream” in “Les Mis.” So when you venture into the
auditoriums of Acalanes, Miramonte, or Campolindo high

schools during one of their March musical performances, you
might be surprised to find onstage an ogre singing in his swamp,
or a man loudly expressing his opinion that people have the right
to use the restroom without taxation. 

Armed with deep talent pools and hard-working directors
and musicians, Lamorinda high school musical casts have chosen

to perform some relatively new and groundbreaking productions
this year, or to take new, interesting spins on old ones.

      
Acalanes High School cast members will be performing the

well-known musical “Guys and Dolls” March 6-8 in the
Acalanes Performing Arts Center.

continued on page A14

By Clare Varellas

High
Schools
Prep for
Stellar
Spring
Productions

Photos Ohlen Alexander
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The Miramonte girls’ basketball team won the NCS
title in convincing fashion and have advanced to the

CIF State Tournament in the Open Division. The Mata-
dors defeated Encinal 94-42 on March 8 at Saint Mary’s
College for the NCS championship. With the win, the

Mats earned their first NCS title since 2008.

      
At 28-1, the Mats have dominated their competition. They

defeated each opponent in the NCS competition by at least 50
points, including a 97-21 victory over Analy in the semifinals.
Given Miramonte’s prominence, the team qualified for the CIF

Open Division, a division composed of the top teams in the state. 

      
The Mats will travel to play St. Mary’s of Stockton on March

14 at Delta College. Miramonte faced St. Mary’s in the first
round of the tournament last year and lost a 62-63 heartbreaker. 

                                                     
Read the full story on page C1.

Advertising

Breanna Alford had 21 points in the NCS title game. Sabrina Ionescu had 13 points in the game. Megan Reid had 10 points. Photos Gint Federas
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The hills are popping with poppies! Precious late-
winter rains turned Lamorinda green, at least for a
little while, as spring arrives in full bloom. If

you’re in the mood to take it all in you’ll be glad to know
that taking a hike just got easier, or rather, more informative,

thanks to Lafayette’s trail maps project.

      
Looking to avoid steep hills?  Then these new and improved

maps are your friends – that crucial information, along with trail
length, surface, terrain and parking information is now a click
away via the city’s website; printed maps are available at the Parks

and Recreation office at the Lafayette Community Center and
other locations noted below.  Updated trail maps range from the
challenging, yet scenic, Walter Costa Trail (a steep, more than two-
mile trek) to the much more moderate Silver Springs Trail to the
flat, one-mile Hidden Oaks Trail. ... continued on page A12

Advertising

Lafayette trail maps get thoughtful upgrade just in time for spring 
By Cathy Tyson

Wendy Scheck and furry companion Amberite recently enjoyed a midday hike on the Briones-to-Mt. Diablo Regional Trail. Photo Andy Scheck
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Plant sales like this one at the Moraga Gardens Farm
last weekend have been popping up throughout
Lamorinda as residents prep gardens and yards for

spring planting.  While understanding how different plants

and trees grow in different light and various temperatures
is one of the keys to a successful garden, understanding mi-
croclimates within the three Lamorinda communities – and
even within each individual plot of land – can be the dif-

ference between lush and lackluster.  To learn more about
our communities’ microclimates and to get other planting
tips, read “How to Plant in Lamorinda’s Microclimates” in
the Our Homes section on page C1.

Advertising

Quote of the Week:

Volunteers helped customers pick out the perfect plants for their gardens April 5 at the Moraga Gardens Farm. Photo Andy Scheck

 
S lli L i d !

Time for Planting
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News flash: You’re aging. Whether you’re keeping
Mother Nature at bay with a Botox-filled syringe or
are letting laugh lines deepen as you march gleefully

forward with Father Time, you will be older by the time you
reach the end of this article.

     
The good news is that you’re not alone. According to

“Creating Aging-Friendly Communities,” a 2009 report by
the Center for the Advanced Study of Aging Services at the
University of California, Berkeley, the number of Americans
aged 65 and over will balloon from 1 in 8 in 2000 to 1 in 5

in 2030. This seismic shift is already being felt in Lamorinda
as active baby boomers are making clear that they will not
“go gently into that good night.” Many will skip the nursing
homes of old to age in place, they say, until they age no more.

                                                               
... continued on page A16
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Quote of the Week:

Energy, healing and fitness. Master Marilyn Cooper of the Little River Kung Fu School teaches Orinda seniors the slow, synchronized movements of T’ai Chi Ch’uan. From left: Delafrooz
Mostaghimi, Azam Moini, Erika Bojnowski, Ron Clendenen, Lupe Jimeno, and Tasha Benjamin, social work coordinator, Orinda Senior Village. Photo Ohlen Alexander

By Laurie Snyder
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Congratulations, new mother – it’s a boy… and another
boy!  Or a daughter … and a second daughter … or one
of each! Twin births can rock a new parent’s world – and

they’re nothing new in Lamorinda.  

      
Nancy Brown said she was surrounded by twins in middle

school.  “Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School had 13 sets of twins”
in the mid 1970s, she said. “I was friends with several sets and I re-
member some of the identical twins switching classes with each
other once in a while. It always caught the teachers off guard and
gave us a chuckle!” 

      
Robin Bradley, whose 17-year-old fraternal twin sons Cole and

Ryan Sitar attend Miramonte High School, remembers Orinda In-
termediate School published a “twin yearbook” about the time they
attended. Twins run in Bradley’s family, and she said having twins
is “a great social experience,” but it makes child rearing much harder
until they’re 2, noting her boys were “very active sleepers” for the
first six months.  

      
Bradley advises reaching out early for extra help.  She joined

the Mothers of Twins (now Mothers of Multiples) and enlisted extra
help from relatives, setting up a schedule so that she was fully cov-
ered the first three weeks of Cole and Ryan’s lives. The good and
bad thing about having twins, Bradley said, is that twins both learn
and do things at the same time.  It’s a “go for broke” attitude of par-
enting, she said.  

      
Before ultrasounds became routine, Kathy Ferber of Moraga

just thought she carried a very large baby. “The doctor could only
hear one heartbeat,” she said. But Ferber found out five days before
they were born when a savvy nurse practitioner felt two heads, and
sent the mother off for X-rays.  ... continued on page A14

Advertising

Quote of the Week:

From here, to fraternity: three sets of Lamorinda twins. Standing, from left: Kyle and Jarett Visher; 
seated: Jake and Nick Morosini, Cailey and Shannon McVay. Photo Ohlen Alexander

By Cathy Dausman 
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Lamorinda Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Dennis Rein presents the FireWise Community Recognition award to Sleepy Hollow neighborhood representative Deb Stephenson May 8.
Looking on, from left: MOFD’s Kathy Leonard, fire marshal, and Stephen Healy, fire chief; Cal Fire division chief David Shew; and state fire marshal Tonya Hoover.                    Photo Ohlen Alexander

By Nick Marnell

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Charles Green attended a briefing in 2011 held by the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District, which urged citizens to take re-

sponsibility to protect their property so that it will not burn.  
“There was a denial, or a disregard, of a potential threat to

our area,” said Green of the Orinda community.  So he organized
his Sleepy Hollow neighbors to conduct a wildfire hazard as-
sessment of their properties and develop a plan to address safety
concerns. 

      
The group attended training classes in Sacramento and at

Saint Mary's College and completed evaluations of 80 yards and
areas surrounding Sleepy Hollow homes. “Things we pointed
out cost very little money,” said Green. ... continued on page A12
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Will Pemble and son, Lyle, are ready to roll.  Photo Ohlen Alexander

Orinda Dad Shares Roller Coaster Joy
By Cathy Tyson

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Passionate backyard engineer and devoted dad Will
Pemble, with help from his charming sixth grade
son Lyle, has built a backyard roller coaster in

Orinda.  Clearly thrilled with the challenge, Pemble came
up with the CoasterDad Project as a way to share physics,

family and fun on a grand scale, way beyond the kids in
the immediate neighborhood, via the Internet on YouTube
and at www.coasterdad.com.  It’s working, going viral
with thousands of subscribers on YouTube and pushing a
million views of the video.  News of the coaster has even

reached the land Down Under, and will soon be featured
on the Australian version of Good Morning America.

     

“I believe in the ‘wow’ factor,” said self-described in-
sanely curious Pemble.

                                                 
... continued on page A14
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Three
Cheers
for the
Grads!
By Cathy Dausman
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Last Friday evening was busy in
Lamorinda, as the Acalanes Union
High School District held near-si-

multaneous on-campus graduations. The
students who started kindergarten just
weeks before 9-11 are now leaving high
school. District wide, 1,311 students receive
diplomas. Graduating seniors (more than
300 per school), plus faculty, family and
friends gathered at their respective stadiums
to don school colors one last time. Pomp
and Circumstance sounded simultaneously
for the Campolindo Cougars and Mira-
monte Matadors at 5:30 p.m.  The Acalanes
Dons marched at 6 p.m. 

      
Students will launch their post-sec-

ondary careers from sites as close as Diablo
Valley College and as far away as Alaska,
Canada and the United Kingdom.  One Mi-
ramonte High School graduate will join the
United States Naval Academy’s class of
2018.  An Acalanes High School graduate
will attend Vallejo’s California Maritime
Academy.  Although each high school is a
California Distinguished School none of

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 Vol. 8  Issue 8
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It’s almost Independence Day, so strike up the band! This
year’s Fourth of July parade in Orinda will offer some-
thing new: The Blue Devils C Drum and Bugle Corps,

along with four other marching bands, will be part of the fes-
tivities. The parade will feature bands such as MJ's Brass
Boppers, the Mariachi Trio, the Lamorinda Pick-up March-

ing Band, and the Saint Gabriel Celestial Brass Band. Local
veterans will lead the fun and colorful parade, which starts
at 10 a.m. from the east BART parking lot, while volunteers
from local organizations, community members, little tykes,
students from local schools, and staff from local businesses
will show off their love of country and Lamorinda while they

walk along the parade route or ride on creatively decorated
floats. 

      
“This year we have made a big effort to decorate Orinda,”

says Orinda Association President Bill Waterman. “People
will notice, for example, the multi-colored balloon arches that
will be installed in town.” ... continued on page A12

Orinda Parade  Photo Ohlen Alexander Moraga Fun Run     Photo Ian Goltra

Moraga Fireworks     Photo Kevin GotoOrinda Community Park     Photo Ohlen Alexander
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Local Little Angler Lands First Fish
By Cathy Tyson

www.lamorindaweekly.com

With the Lafayette Reservoir stocked with trout and cat-
fish, not only is this gem of Lamorinda a great place to

walk and hang out, but also a great place to fish.  Unfortunately
as many fisher-people know – even with the best of intentions, a
favorite fishing pole, and the right kind of bait – sometimes an

      
On a recent sunny Saturday morning, soon to be second

grader at Burton Valley Elementary School, 7-year-old Kate
Widmann, hit the jackpot and caught her very first fish at the
reservoir.  She hauled in a total of two and a half fish – she had
a little help with the last one.  Her mom Janet Widmann said it

of eight “little bitty” fish and released them all.  They could see
bigger fish swimming around, but Widmann figures they knew
better than to nibble.

      
Kate was out on the reservoir with her aunt, Michelle Don-

aldson, her uncle, Colin Parmelee, and her cousin, Ashton, who

Wednesday, July 16, 2014  •  Vol. 8  Issue 10
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Fortunate Kate Widmann (front, in blue) along with her aunt, Michelle Donaldson, uncle, Colin Parmelee, and cousin, Ashton Donaldson-Parmelee, are ready to fish at the Lafayette Reservoir
Photo Andy Scheck
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Successful Campout At Rancho Laguna Park
By Sophie Braccini

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Tents and families filled the remote and bucolic Rancho La-
guna Park July 26-27 as part of a family campout organ-

ized by the Town of Moraga.  The inaugural sold-out event gave
more than 100 kids and parents a wonderful adventure right in
Moraga’s back yard.

“We had never taken the kids camping ” said Lafayette res-

during the craft portion of the event. “This seemed like a rela-
tively low risk setting.” The Merlos already had a tent and just
had to add sleeping bags for their 2- and 6-year-old children.
Merlo heard about the campout through his wife’s friend.  He
said he had never ventured to the outer confines of Moraga be-
fore and he found the setting very pretty

from Moraga looked like they were having a good time sitting
by their tents, under the redwood trees.  “I read about the camp
on the (Moraga Citizens Network e-newsletter) link,” said Lisa
Wyckhouse, whose family set up their tents close to their friends.
Some of these families had camped before, others had not, and
some were also discovering the peaceful Rancho Laguna Park

Wednesday, July 30, 2014  •  Vol. 8  Issue 11
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Moraga friends gather at the recent family campout at Rancho Laguna Park, coordinated by the Town of Moraga.  From left, Craig Pinedo, Dylan Davis, Shin Young, Lisa Wyckhouse, and Matt
and Michelle Brobak, with two of the group’s children. Photo Andy Scheck
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Talk to any of the female firefighters of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District and you will find that they share one passion:

a love of their job.  Brittany McMahon, firefighter-paramedic,
said in so many words what each female firefighter acknowl-
edged:  “This is the greatest job in the world!”

      
A job with reported high rates of divorce and alcoholism?

Sleep deprived, non-traditional hours?  Potential life endangering
emergency calls daily?  Why do these women feel that a job with
such severe challenges is so great? 

One explanation is that they have successfully confronted

their own special challenges throughout their careers.

      
“When I was a little girl, they’d say ‘Oh, you could be a

nurse, or a teacher’ but none of that ever appealed to me,” said
fire marshal Kathy Leonard. “I wanted something more adven-
turesome.”  She left a job in the advertising industry and joined
an East Bay fire agency, where she felt the pressure of being a
woman in the department from the start of her training. 

      
“We had to run up a four story tower carrying 50 pounds,

run with hoses, and carry ladders,” said Leonard. “One ladder
weighed 163 pounds and it took three of us to move it They

made the women do the ladder a lot, just to see if we could do it,
to see if they could break us.”

      
Engineer Janet Brandi-Routt said that when she started, she

felt the silence when she walked into a room full of male fire-
fighters. “You just knew it. It was more offensive to me when it
got quiet.  So, I tried to lighten things up.  It was a boys club, but
I’ve seen it change.”

      
To her point about change, the younger firefighters did not

mention internal challenges, but challenges from an outside en-
vironment: the public continued on page A12
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It is not easy to get MOFD’s busy female firefighters in the same place at the same time. From the left are firefighter-paramedics Kelly Nichols (née Morris) and Katy Himsl, and firefighter 
Julie Mulliken, with Archer, Savannah and Scarlett Nichols; MOFD firefighter-paramedic Brittany McMahon and fire marshal Kathy Leonard are pictured on the right. 
Not pictured: Janet Brandi-Routt Photos Ohlen Alexander

Don’t Fence Them In
MOFD female firefighters reject judgments, stereotypes and desk jobs
By Nick Marnell
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Lamorinda residents have joined a cadre of thousands
of people across the world who are taking the ALS

Ice Bucket Challenge, helping to raise tens of millions of
dollars for research of the progressive neurodegenerative

disease amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), more com-
monly known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  

     
The challenge began as an idea by Pete Frates, a for-

mer baseball player at Boston College who has been liv-

ing with ALS since 2012, and it has taken off, with chal-
lenges involving celebrities like a bikini-clad Gwyneth
Paltrow, Jimmy Fallon and even Martha Stewart.

... continued on page A13
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High school friends (from left) Rayna Prieto, Sammy Tague, Ava Tajbakhsh, and Emma Johnson “celebrate” the last day of summer vacation Sunday afternoon by accepting the Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge and getting doused at Moraga Commons Park. Unseen behind the girls is Chris Brown, who is hefting a second, much larger, bucket of ice water. Ava’s mom opted to make a donation
to ALS research but enjoys wielding a bucket. On the right, Lafayette resident Tami Mirner is doused by her husband, Christian.

ALS Ice Bucketing Catches Fire in Lamorinda
Photo Andy Scheck Photo Mona Johnson  
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What better way to kick off a wonderful weekend of fan-
tastic films than to rub elbows with the films’ stars, di-

rectors and producers?  This year’s California Independent Film
Festival, Sept. 11-14 at the Rheem and Orinda theaters, and the
Castro Theatre in San Francisco, will offer film enthusiasts more
chances to mingle than ever before The festival’s main features

films, while several powerful documentaries will intrigue, in-
form, uplift, or simply break your heart – you can choose your
emotion and run with it.  And don't forget the shorts; as usual
there will be unforgettable surprises. 

“We chose movies that talk about relationships in a positive
way ” says CAIFF co-founder Derek Zemrak “We heard what

     
“An Evergreen Christmas” will be featured on open-

ing night at the Rheem Theatre, Thursday Sept. 11. Some
of the cast will be there, including Oscar nominee Robert
Loggia (“Jagged Edge,” “Big,” “An Officer and a Gen-
tleman”), Charleene Closshey (“A Thousand Cuts”), and
Jake Sandvig (“Easy A ” “Sky High ” “Weeds”)
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Film Festival Opens in Lamorinda This Weekend
Derek Zemrak and Leonard Pirkle are ready to roll out the red carpet for stars and guests at the California Independent Film Festival. Photo Andy Scheck
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Maybe it should be called the Art & Wine and food
and music festival?  Yes, the event featured lots of

art and crafty items, and who doesn’t enjoy a glass of wine
or pint of beer with pals on a late-summer afternoon?
During the two-day extravaganza 450 bottles and 150
kegs were enjoyed but organizers also did a fantastic job

was the star of the weekend. 

     
It’s the delightful smell of grilled food that hits you

first as you close in on the Art & Wine Festival from
BART or a distant parking spot.  Food trucks galore con-
tributed to a heady summer mix with everything from
pulled pork tacos to lobster roll sliders and Korean bar-

tomers spilling out onto the sidewalks.

     
Continuous music played, spread out over four stages.  At

the Bank of the West stage on Saturday afternoon the Bay
Bridge Beat, featuring a fantastic horn section and some very
creative arrangements of popular tunes, provided a much
needed respite to festival goers Note: comfortable shoes were
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Destination Downtown for Rockin’ Good Time
Fans cheer as Beatles tribute band The Sun Kings close out the 19th annual Lafayette Art & Wine Festival on Sunday afternoon. Photo Gint Federas
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Opting to save the speech-making for a later event, aside
from a brief toast to the town offered by mayor Ken
Chew, the town of Moraga threw itself a party to cel-

ebrate its 40th birthday. Moragans young and old – well,
mostly older-ish – came together at the Moraga Commons
Park Sept. 23 for a potluck picnic dinner that was outdoor
dining at its very best.

Humorously emceed by Moraga’s own DJ RyanO, with en-

woman who has possibly lived in town longer than anyone, 70-
year resident Susan Sperry, and a table-decorating contest judged
by members of the town’s Park and Recreation Commission. Fab-
ulous tables created by residents and local organizations included
a spectacular pear “tree” complete with birthday candles and Mor-
aga trivia questions, elaborate displays of pears, grapes and flow-
ers, recycled decorations made  from several recent issues of
Lamorinda Weekly, and some intriguing artifacts of days gone by.

bratory dinner on Saturday, Oct. 18 at SMC’s Soda Center.
Speakers will include former mayors from each of the town’s
four decades of incorporation. The registration deadline is
Oct. 10, so if you haven’t made your reservation yet go
quickly to www.moragahistory.org and click on “Events” or
call Sperry, (925) 376-3053.  

To read Sophie Braccini’s Aug. 27 article about the incor-
poration of the Town of Moraga, visit our archives:
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Happy Birthday, Moraga!
Moraga Commons Park becomes a festive outdoor banquet hall as residents celebrate the 40th anniversary of their town’s incorporation. Photo 

A. Scheck
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Harvest is a time of joyful celebration as the fruits of the
summer's hard work are gathered, shared and possibly

stored before winter arrives.  The celebration is even more
meaningful when a whole community honors its work and
achievements, along with lasting ties of friendship and respect.
The Lafayette Community Garden celebrated its third, and
most abundant, season Oct. 19 by sharing food, fun and activ-
ities. Like the earth, the community gardeners will rest this win-

den co-founder Janet Thomas as festivities started winding
down under the oblique rays of autumn sun last Sunday.  The
five-hour party included food, presentations, games and activ-
ities for the kids.  “It was a wonderful celebration,” added
Thomas.  

      
Everyone was welcome at the festival. Special guests in-

cluded wildlife biologist Doc Hale; representatives from the
Herb Society; Penny Porter, who owns All in a Jar; and more.

“this garden is about growing food, and it is also about com-
munity and nature conservation.”

      
“I was so proud of our garden today,” says new garden

member Kirk Dakis. “The garden was impeccable, the mulch,
the flowers, the hay bales and fall display.  Everybody in the
garden did a great job and we had a lot of fun.”   Music res-
onated in the beautiful garden along Mt. Diablo Boulevard –
mellow jazz by the Dominants, a group of Acalanes and Stan-
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Good Times at the Community Garden Harvest Festival
From left: Giulia Massari, of Lafayette, visits the Harvest Festival with daughter Deborah Ferber and granddaughter Francesca Ferber; also enjoying the celebration are Alison Hill, of
Sustainable Lafayette, and “Papa John” Keifer. Photo Andy Scheck
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Look!  Up in the sky!  It’s a bird … it’s a plane!
No, it’s a drone – that 21st century unmanned aer-
ial vehicle quickly making its way into commer-

cial and private sectors even in Lamorinda. 
Whil d d i bl f d ’

Science magazine), their use falls where technology meets
government regulation, and threatens personal privacy. 

     
Simple safety issues regarding their flight remain as-

yet unsolved. Peg Shasky of Moraga recently experienced
l l i h d hil d i i “I

when a drone flew right in front of my windshield,” she
said. It hovered there a few moments before its operators,
a group of young adults on the nearby soccer field re-
gained control.  Shasky considered confronting the drone

b d id d i d d i ff

By Cathy Dausman
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Drones in Lamorinda
The good, the bad, the unmanned 

Weighing in at just 3 pounds, Mark Culpepper’s quad copter is loaded with high-tech instrumentation.
Photo Mark Culpepper

Realtor Vlatka Bathgate uses her drone to take spectacular photos of homes.    
Photo  Andy Scheck

Wednesday, November 5, 2014
Vol. 8  Issue 18

Independent, locally
owned and operated!

26,000 copies 
delivered bi-weekly

to Lamorinda homes
& businesses

FREEwww.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, November 19, 2014  •  Vol. 8  Issue 19

925.377.0977

Water Polo Champions

Madison Tagg

Evan Pauletich Photos Gint Federas

Hannah Buck
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It was definitely not business as usual at the Lafayette city offices when municipal staffers
and management got their holiday fashion groove on. It may have been the day before
Thanksgiving, but these generous souls embraced the spirit of the season and unleashed their

creative sides by donning festive, ingenious seasonal sweaters – just because we asked.  Known
f i ll H ll l i ff d d i i i h i d

crafted sweater.

      

While it’s clear the dedicated folks who keep Lafayette running love to express themselves,
deep down, under the polyester and cotton, everyone is grateful for their co-workers and the sup-
portive environment at the office throughout the year. City Manager Falk summed it up, "Given
h l ' d i d i bl bl i f l lik i il k d
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Local Government Goes Wild with Holiday Sweaters
Plenty of opportunities for holiday cheer in Lamorinda - pages A12 and B8
By Cathy Tyson

Back Row:  Associate Planner Michael Cass, Financial Services Manager Jennifer Wakeman, Administrative Assistant Dana Anderson, Administrative Services Director Tracy Robinson, 
City Manager Steve Falk, Code Enforcement Officer Adam Foster. Front Row:  Planning Technician Megan Canales, Accounting Assistant Cindy Lincoln, City Clerk Joanne Robbins, 
Assistant Planner Sarah Allen, Planning Director Niroop Srivatsa. Photo Ohlen Alexander
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WWith Christmas right around the corner, the man
in red made a special early visit to spread some
holiday cheer in Lafayette and received a rock

star welcome from little ones.  Rolling up in the town’s vintage
fire truck, Old Betsy, the bearded one proceeded with an en-

a Wonderful Life in Lafayette” couldn’t compare to actual chil-
dren and real goodies, music, and a display of holiday wishes
written by second graders, along with words of wisdom from
the mayor.

Excitement and a bit of precipitation were in the air.  Jodie

across the grass was a stage set up with school-age singers.
Lafayette Nursery School kids were the first group on the
agenda, singing “Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”  Throw in a
sparkling tree lighting, food trucks, happy hour beverages for
sale to the grown-ups, along with an activity house, it all adds

925.377.0977

Santa Claus Came to Town
Photo Robin Fox
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